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	Massachusetts Envirothon

2012 Ecostation Workshop

                                     Co-Sponsored by

Worcester Technical High School


Draft AGENDA
Wednesday, February 8, 2012
8:00 Registration opens

8:40 Welcome  
8:45-10:15 Session 1
Outside: Tree ID  
Room 1: Soils
Room 3: Water
10:15-11:45 Session 2
Outside: Tree Measurement 
Room 2: Wildlife
Room 3: Water

11:45-12:30 Lunch             (In Main Room)        
12:30-2:00 Session 3
Outside: Tree Measurement 
Room 1: Soils
Room 2: Wildlife
Water Workshop                                                      
Participants in this workshop will receive an overview of water in the environment in preparation for the water eco-station at this year’s Massachusetts Envirothon. Through the use of slides and “hands-on” activities they will become familiar with the properties of water and water’s role in nature. Also, some emphasis will be placed on wetlands, water quality and aquatic species. 

Jim Lafley, DCR – Water Supply Protection
Wildlife Workshop                                         
This workshop will provide an overview of the wildlife key points, as established by the Canon Envirothon, required to master the wildlife portion of the MA Envirothon. Through the use of power point you will become familiar with the diversity of MA wildlife species, habitat, wildlife management issues, & endangered species as they relate to the wildlife key points. Reference study material from the MassWildlife will be available to view.
Pam Landry, Education Coordinator, Division of Fisheries & Wildlife (MassWildlife)
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Tree Identification 
Learn how to identify a variety of native Massachusetts trees. The group will go outdoors to meet a variety of trees up close. Joe will introduce you to some simple learning techniques such as the acronym called MADCAPHORSE and other techniques. You will learn how to use the tree’s bark, overall shape, branching pattern, buds, leaves, acorn, nuts and even the smell of the tree as identifiers. You will be sure to recognize these trees when you apply these methods through out the year and see them again on the day of the Massachusetts Envirothon. (Will be held outdoors on the campus) 
Joe Perry, Forester, Mass. Department of Conservation and Recreation

Tree Measurement 
Go outside on the Worcester Tech campus and try out your hand at measuring trees. The instructor will review procedures for using a variety of tree measuring tools. You will learn how to measure height, diameter and determine board foot volume. These techniques will be tested on the day of the Massachusetts Envirothon. 
Joe Perry, Forester, Mass. Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Soils

This workshop offers an understanding of how our soils came to be and why they are so variable. It will include a presentation with group participation encouraged. The hands-on portion is an opportunity to identify and describe soil characteristics including parent material, texture, color, drainage class and horizonation. Exercises will include applying knowledge of soil characteristics to resource management issues. You will get your hands dirty. Participation limited to 25 people.

Al Averill, Assistant State Soil Scientist, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

