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Local high school students compete at the 
2010 Massachusetts Envirothon

BALDWINVILLE, Mass. -- A team of [number of students] students from the [school name] High School  in [town] participated in the 23rd annual Massachusetts Envirothon held recently at Otter River State Forest in Baldwinville, Mass. [Include sentence on how the team placed, if desired.]
More than 250 Bay State teenagers analyzed soils, measured trees, identified fish and reptiles, and gave presentations on an environmental issue. Students from some 40 public and private high schools and youth organizations across the commonwealth participated in this statewide outdoor natural resource education event. 
[school name] High School team members were [list students’ names].
At the outdoor field competition event, teams of five students rotated through four “ecostations” where they demonstrated their environmental knowledge through hands-on activities such as soil analysis, plant identification, tree measuring and investigation of water insects. Alternate team members also formed into teams and competed at ecostations.

Each team also gave a presentation on their research into this year’s designated current issue, “Groundwater Protection,” before a panel of judges that includes environmental professionals from government agencies, non-profit organizations, academia and private industry. 
Through their research, the students developed an understanding of the importance of urban and environmental planning to protect groundwater as a sustainable resource in terms of quantity and quality. Teams identified plans and actions that have been adopted and implemented by their community, and recommended groundwater protection opportunities they believe their communities should pursue.
[Quote from school principal, if desired.]
-- MORE --
Teams prepare for the Massachusetts Envirothon throughout the year through classroom curricula and workshops. Many teams also work to earn Community Research and Community Action awards. The winning team will have the opportunity to represent Massachusetts in the Canon Envirothon, the North American competition to be held August 1-6, 2010 at California State University in Fresno, California. For more information on the Massachusetts Envirothon visit www.maenvirothon.org.
 “This is a great opportunity for students to test their knowledge and skills related to water, forest, soils, wildlife, and current environmental issues, and to meet other students from across the state who are also concerned about the local environment” said Mass. Envirothon Committee Chair Will Snyder of the University of Massachusetts Extension.
Otter River State Forest, managed by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), is a popular camping and day-use facility in a beautiful area of north central Massachusetts. Some of the forest area was cleared in the nineteenth century for small farms. After the state acquired the land, it was reforested with groves of pines that were planted by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s. The vegetation is now a transition zone between three forest types: oak and hickory, northern hardwood, and the pines. The forest is home to numerous wild flowers and shrubs, deer, chipmunks, catbirds, warblers and vireos.
Fifteen federal and state environmental agencies, conservation districts, non-profit organizations, higher educational institutions, and businesses provide staff time and resources for the program and help organize the event. 
The 2010 Massachusetts Envirothon is made possible with the financial support of the Environmental Business Council of New England and the U.S. Forest Service, and contributions from partnering organizations, area land trusts and conservation districts. 
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Here’s a news release that you can customize for your team and send to your local newspaper. We recommend using school letterhead or typing the name of the school at the top. Just fill in the information about your team where indicated in blue (then change the color to black). Consider adding a quote from your team’s coach or school principal.
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